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WE THINK ABOUT AGING

  



CHANGING THE CONVERSATION

Thome PACE participant,  
Barb W. and great grandson
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S
he looks great for her age!” “He still drives?” “Wow, 
you’re sharp as a tack!”  Sound familiar?  All of 
us are aging, but sometimes the words we use to 
describe older adults create a dynamic of “us vs. 
them.” Or maybe you have heard the growing 

population of older adults described as “an epidemic” or “the 
silver tsunami” – as if aging is a crisis to overcome.  
	 The words we use exert great power. Eight national 
organizations, including Grantmakers in Aging (of which 
UMRC Foundation is a member) have launched the 
Reframing Aging Initiative with the Frameworks Institute 
to break down stereotypes and change the way we think and 
communicate about aging.  
	 This effort takes time, but the conversation around aging is 
changing. As we are living longer, healthier lives, it is important 
to embrace aging, appreciate the contributions of older adults, 
and seek innovative approaches that create a just and enriched 
society for all of us.
	 We hope this issue will spark your own conversations about 
Reframing Aging.
	 To learn more, visit http://frameworksinstitute.org/ 
             reframing-aging.html. ■
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Bernard Maye, 
Huron Valley 
Ambulance 
driver, dances 
with Huron Valley 
PACE participant, 
Charlotte L.  
at PACE Prom
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When Emily Weber of Ann Arbor was a girl, 
she told her dad she wanted to work in a 
nursing home when she grew up.  Today 

a Resident Care Assistant (RCA) at Towsley Village 
Memory Care Center, Emily is living out her calling 
to provide compassionate care for older adults.  
	 “Since I was a kid I felt drawn to older adults,” 
explains Emily.  “I had a lot of fun spending time with 
my grandparents who helped set my path in life.”

	

	 Working with older adults living with dementia is 
personal for Emily, whose maternal grandmother died 
of the disease.  Thanks to a competitive staff scholarship 
from the UMRC Foundation, she is now working on her 
graduate certificate in gerontology and dementia.  “I am 
so thankful and appreciative of this opportunity provided 
by the UMRC Foundation to continue my education 
and expand my expertise.” ■

	

“It’s all about building  
a trusting relationship and showing  
understanding, ,patience, and empathy  
for what residents are experiencing.”

Caregiver Spotlight

 
   

UMRC's  
The Cedars  
of Dexter  
received Holleran  
Consulting’s  
2018 Choice 
Community 
Award for  
Employee  
Engagement. 
   

BUILDING TRUSTING 
RELATIONSHIPS

Emily Weber

— Emily Weber

November 1 is  
the next deadline  

for UMRC  
Foundation’s Staff  

Scholarship  
applications!   

To learn more, contact  
the UMRC Foundation  

at 734.433.1000  
ext. 7502. 
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	 Dorothy Greer

Dorothy Greer, a resident of Chelsea Retirement  
Community (CRC), recently reached a milestone, 
with over 30 consecutive years of giving to the 

UMRC Foundation! “Dorothy’s many gifts have honored and 
remembered loved ones, helped make capital improvements 
on our campus, and ensured that those who outlive their  
savings always have a home here through our Benevolent 
Care Fund,” says UMRC Foundation President, Wendy 
Brightman. “Dorothy’s long-time generosity is inspirational.”
	 A 1946 graduate of the University of Michigan, Dorothy 
worked inWashington, D.C. before returning to her hometown 
of Highland Park, Michigan. Dorothy retired after a 30-year 
career in labor relations at Michigan Bell. A year later,  
Dorothy met and married Dr. James Greer. 
	 Dorothy and James moved to CRC in 1996. When 
James passed away three years later, Dorothy moved  
to The Pines Senior Apartments 
before returning to CRC in 2007.
	 Dorothy is a volunteer at her 
church and in the community and 
enjoys CRC’s Artful Aging classes.
	 A member of UMRC Foundation’s 
Pillars of Faith as well as its  
Wesley Legacy Society through 
her planned giving, Dorothy says 
the Benevolent Care Fund is  
closest to her heart. “I want to 
help those who most need it and 
who may be alone in the world. 
Having been single so long with 
no children of my own, and  
having a single aunt who  
exhausted her resources,  
I understand the need.” ■

Meet Our Donors

In 2015, older adultsacross the U.S. contributed  volunteer services  valued at  $45 BILLION.

 

INSPIRING GENEROSITY

Dorothy Greer, a resident of Chelsea 

Retirement Community 

Reframing  Aging
 Fast Fact

5

Become a  
member of the  

 
Wesley Legacy  

Society  
with your planned  

gift to the 
  

UMRC  
Foundation!  

Contact 
734.433.1000  

ext. 7502 
for more  

information.
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Communities in Harmony
Chelsea Retirement  
Community
805 West Middle Street
Chelsea, Michigan 48118
P: 734.433.1000

The Cedars of Dexter
411 Cedars Lane
Dexter, Michigan 48130
P: 734.792.9702

The Pines
325 Wilkinson Street
Chelsea, Michigan 48118
P: 734.433.9130

Silver Maples of Chelsea
100 Silver Maples Drive
Chelsea, Michigan 48118
P: 734.475.4111

The Thome  
Rivertown Neighborhood
250 McDougall Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48207
P: 313.567.8045

Huron Valley PACE
2940 Ellsworth 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197
P: 734.572.5777

Thome PACE
2282 Springport Road
Jackson, Michigan 49202
P: 517.768.9791 

Senior CommUnity 
Care of Michigan 
1921 East Miller Road
Lansing, Michigan 48911
P: 517.319.0700 




