
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Knight 

 

The UMRC-Porter Hills Foundation is delighted to welcome Lisa Knight to its Board of 

Directors in 2026. Lisa is an energetic professional with a proven track record of managing 

and promoting long-term partnerships within the nonprofit sector. 

 

Since 2022, Lisa has served as Chief Executive Officer for the Girls Choral Academy in 

Grand Rapids, where she has been instrumental in promoting diversity in recruitment, 

fostering a culture of excellence, and collaborating with the board and staff to fulfill the 

nonprofit’s mission through strategic planning, fiscal integrity, and community outreach. 

 

Lisa’s additional leadership experience in the nonprofit sector includes Public Thread 

where she served as Chief Operating Officer; and the Grand Rapids Urban League where 

she was Vice President and Chief Program Officer. Throughout her career, Lisa has 

demonstrated strong management skills, and the ability to develop leadership 

improvement plans, organize and facilitate community program development, and 

influence positive change. 

 

An active member of the greater Grand Rapids community, Lisa has served on the boards 

of Michigan Family Resources Kent County, YWCA, and Steepletown Neighborhood 

Services, to name just a few. 

 

Lisa holds a bachelor's degree from Ferris State University and her master’s degree in 

organizational leadership from Cornerstone University. 

 

The UMRC-Porter Hills Foundation is grateful for the addition of Lisa’s effective 

leadership, her collaborative talents, and her aptitude for problem-solving to its Board of 

Directors. 


